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taking a vacation on the Norwegian coast to recuperate from the stress of his illness, according to a
company statement on his absence. As the world looks on, Nintendo does not expect President Iwata
to recuperate for a long time — he has been confined to bed since December due to a kidney
infection that led to a procedure at the end of September to drain fluid from his lungs. Today’s
announcement that Nintendo President Satoru Iwata is taking a holiday in Norway is not
unexpected. Nintendo of America has always communicated that the 67-year-old President would be
“off for the foreseeable future” after the abdominal procedure required to drain fluid from the
affected area. But the lack of specific details until now (i.e. exactly where and when he will be) has
stoked speculation about his ability to return to work. In an era of severe internet scrutiny of any
and all information, the next few days will be pivotal to understanding his current level of recovery,
and, of course, to his return to work. Nintendo of America issued the following brief statement about
President Iwata’s vacation: “Nintendo of America would like to announce that President Iwata will
be off for the foreseeable future for health-related reasons. “President Iwata has recently been in
and out of bed for health-related reasons. He is undergoing treatment, but there is no diagnosis at
this time. “President Iwata is looking forward to recuperating at a location in Norway near Lake
Lanterkniv. He is taking a walk every day and is surrounded by family and close friends. “Nintendo
would like to extend its most sincere gratitude to President Iwata’s many loyal employees, partners
and friends for their continued support during this difficult time.” Mr. Iwata’s annual Wii U
presentation is Thursday
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